ABDUCTING A POPE

people away in two good carriages. The Pope will have
his doctor in the carriage with him. Precautions must be
taken to see that he passes through Turin by night, that
he only stops at Mont Cenis, that he goes through Chambery
and Lyon by night, and that he is taken in this way to
Fontainebleau, where orders have been given for Ms recep-
tion. I rely in this matter upon your prudence, and that of
the officer commanding the gendarmes. Make sure that the
Pope has a good carriage, and that all proper precautions
are taken. The Pope must not travel dressed as a bishop,
but only as a priest, so that he may not be recognised
anywhere en route., except at Mont Cenis. Unless something
unforeseen occurs, this matter is not so urgent that you
might not send for the Prefect of Montenotte, and arrange
the Pope's departure with him beforehand.

Send on the enclosed letter to the Duke of Lodi. I am
writing to tell him to send the Archbishop of Edessa to
meet you at Turin. When he arrives there, inform him on
my behalf that you have an errand for him; and as soon
as you hear that the Pope is one stage on the road beyond
Turin, send the Archbishop to join him. He is to get into
the Pope's carriage, and to accompany him the rest of the
way. Explain to this prelate that the European situation, and
the presence of the English off Savona, made the Pope's
residence there dangerous; that he must be placed in the
centre of the Empire; that he will be received at Fontaine-
bleau by the bishops of the deputation; that he will occupy
the same rooms there as he had before; that he will see trie
French cardinals, etc.

You must collaborate with the Minister of Police in
carrying out these measures. I wish the greatest secrecy to
be observed.

[CoRRESP., xxiii, 18710. Napoleon was afraid that, during his
absence on the Russian campaign, the English might try to abduct the
Pope from Savona. Pius nearly died on the journey.]
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